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 Teachers from schools across Cheshire and Flintshire have been reading, discussing and arguing about the books submitted by publishers for the UKLA Children’s Book Awards 2011. The teachers welcomed the opportunity to widen their knowledge of recent children’s titles and enjoyed talking together in order to decide which books would best match the criteria for the award. The submitted publications could be fiction or nonfiction, novels or picture books as long as they had writing which offered language rich in layered meanings, imaginative expression and exciting vocabulary. Where present, high quality illustration was also an important feature of the chosen texts. 

For UKLA, giving classroom practitioners the opportunity to read a number of new children’s books is as important as finding an overall winner. Research carried out by members of UKLA (Cremin et al 2008) clearly demonstrated the links between teachers’ knowledge of children’s books and the likelihood of pupils becoming successful readers. Despite this evidence, teachers are seldom given time to read new books or funding to purchase them when they do. UKLA Awards Committee chair, Lynda Graham, has been delighted with the response from the teachers on the selection panels this year and it is clear from comments she has received that the teachers valued the experience. One comment which reflects the feelings of many was: It’s been absolutely fabulous!  I’ve enjoyed reading all the different kinds of books, discovering new authors and new genre. There is no doubt that the children and students in their classrooms benefited too.
This year, after intense discussion, the teachers decided on two shortlists, six books for the 12-16 age range and another six for 3-11 year olds.  The titles for the 12-16 year olds are:
· Theresa Breslin: Prisoner of the Inquisition  (Random House: Doubleday)
· Gillian Cross: Where I Belong (Oxford)
· Keren David: When I was Joe (Frances Lincoln)
· Candy Gourlay: Tall Story (Random House: David Fickling)
· Alan Temperley: Scar Hill (Luath)
· Jason Wallace: Out of shadows (Andersen)
And for the 3-11 year olds:

· Libby Gleeson, illustrator Freya Blackwood: Clancy & Milly and the Very fine House  (Little Hare)

· Ally Kennen: Sparks (Marion Lloyd Books)

· Philip Reeve: No Such Thing as Dragons (Scholastic)

· Ellie Sandall: Birdsong (Egmont)

· Eleanor Updale: Johnny Swanson (Random House: David Fickling)

· Chris Wormell: One Smart Fish (Random House: Jonathan Cape)

The shortlisted books will now be taken up by a team of teacher judges and the final winners will be announced during the UKLA International Conference to be held on 15-17 July in the University of Chester. The UKLA Children’s Book Award is becoming so successful that there will be three categories next year to enable more books to reach the hands of more teachers and consequently more children.
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